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it 'The Diatessaron.'* It is still current even
now in some quarters."

To estimate this statement at its true value,
we must remember that Eusebius was in many
ways the Bishop Lightfoot of the fourth cen-
r tury. His knowledge of early Christian litera-
ture was immense. . He was no mean linguist,
for he knew Hebrew, Syriac, and Greek; and
if he stumbled in translating the knotty Latin
epigrams of Tertullian, he was not the last man
to do so. Further, he was a real critic. Nothing
makes him more angry than a foolish story
found in any of his authorities. He can tell
the difference between a fact and an inference
from a fact in the writers he uses, and in some
notable instances he draws his own inferences,
differing from those writers.

Again, he is fair, though he sometimes gets
impatient. His style is mainly straightforward,
though a little difficult; and if he becomes
turgid" when he describes the sufferings of the
martyrs, Christians living in the comfortable
nineteenth century may forgive overstrained
eloquence in a man who went to prison for
Christ.

1 i.e. " The Book of the Four."